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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (during 
the vote). Members are advised less 
than 2 minutes remain on this vote. 

b 1928 

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the 
resolution was agreed to. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Post-
poned votes on remaining motions to 
suspend the rules will be taken later in 
the week. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF CONFEREES ON 
H.R. 2082, INTELLIGENCE AU-
THORIZATION ACT FOR FISCAL 
YEAR 2008 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without 
objection, the Chair appoints the fol-
lowing conferees: 

From the Permanent Select Com-
mittee on Intelligence, for consider-
ation of the House bill and the Senate 
amendment, and modifications com-

mitted to conference: Messrs. REYES, 
HASTINGS of Florida, BOSWELL, 
CRAMER, Ms. ESHOO, Messrs. HOLT, 
RUPPERSBERGER, TIERNEY, THOMPSON of 
California, Ms. SCHAKOWSKY, Messrs. 
LANGEVIN, PATRICK J. MURPHY of Penn-
sylvania, HOEKSTRA, EVERETT, 
GALLEGLY, Mrs. WILSON of New Mexico, 
Messrs. THORNBERRY, MCHUGH, TIAHRT, 
ROGERS of Michigan, and ISSA. 

From the Committee on Armed Serv-
ices, for consideration of defense tac-
tical intelligence and related activi-
ties: Messrs. SKELTON, SPRATT, and 
HUNTER. 

There was no objection. 
f 

b 1930 

SPECIAL ORDERS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mrs. 
JONES of Ohio). Under the Speaker’s 
announced policy of January 18, 2007, 
and under a previous order of the 
House, the following Members will be 
recognized for 5 minutes each. 

f 

WORLD AIDS DAY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. CUMMINGS) 
is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. CUMMINGS. Madam Speaker, I 
rise today to express my strong support 
for the goals and ideals of World AIDS 
Day, which took place on Saturday, 
December 1. I also want to thank my 
distinguished colleague, Congress-
woman BARBARA LEE of California, for 
her leadership in organizing this mes-
sage hour and for introducing a resolu-
tion commemorating the occasion, 
which I have cosponsored. 

Nineteen years after the first World 
Aids Day and more than 25 years since 
the AIDS epidemic began, the need to 
spread the message about this dev-
astating disease is as critical as ever. 

Worldwide, the United National Pro-
gramme on HIV/AIDS estimates that 
33.2 million people are living with the 
disease, 2.5 million of whom are newly 
infected. 

In the United States, the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention esti-
mates that more than 1 million indi-
viduals are living with HIV/AIDS. 
Tragically, communities of color and 
African Americans in particular are 
disproportionately impacted. African 
Americans are currently more likely to 
suffer from this disease, and the race 
gap is growing as we speak. 

Despite the fact that African Ameri-
cans constitute approximately 13 per-
cent of the total United States popu-
lation, they account for over 44 percent 
of all persons living with AIDS and 49 
percent of all new HIV/AIDS diagnoses. 

This trend is illustrated when the 
numbers are examined by subgroup as 
well. The CDC found in 2005 that 
women represented 26 percent of all 
new HIV/AIDS infections, with African 
American women 25 times more likely 
to be infected than white women and 

accounting for 64 percent of all women 
living with HIV/AIDS. 

A 2005 CDC study of 1,700 gay men in 
five cities found that African American 
men were infected at nearly twice the 
rate of whites, 46 percent compared to 
25 percent. In my hometown of Balti-
more, only an hour’s drive away, 8 per-
cent of the men interviewed had be-
come infected in the previous year, the 
highest rate in any city surveyed. 

These trends persist despite there 
being little difference between the sex-
ual practices of white and African 
American gay men. Racial disparities 
in HIV and AIDS can be attributed at 
least in part to the same factors that 
contribute to racial disparities in over-
all public health: poor access to life- 
saving care. 

Researchers find that African Ameri-
cans are more likely to be infected 
with other sexually transmitted dis-
eases, which makes them more likely 
to catch or transmit HIV. Further, Af-
rican Americans are less likely to be 
taking antiretroviral medications 
which can lower the concentration of 
the virus in the bloodstream, thereby 
decreasing the risk of transmission. 

Madam Speaker, we cannot afford to 
ignore these troubling trends any 
longer. Nearly a quarter of a century 
after HIV emerged, it continues to 
wreak havoc upon communities across 
the world. We must remain vigilant in 
our efforts to stamp out this global 
pandemic for the benefit of generations 
yet unborn. 

f 

BAN HUMAN CLONING 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Florida (Mr. WELDON) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. WELDON of Florida. Madam 
Speaker, earlier today in this body we 
observed a minute of silence to honor 
the great life of Henry Hyde, our dis-
tinguished former colleague from Illi-
nois. Henry Hyde clearly established 
himself in America as one of the great 
defenders of the sanctity of human life. 
He was eloquent on a host of issues in 
his outstanding rhetorical skills, but 
perhaps none was he more able and ca-
pable than in defending the dignity and 
sanctity of human life. And this body 
has been engaged in a tremendous de-
bate involving the sanctity of human 
life as to whether or not for years now 
the Federal Government should fund 
the experimental research called 
human embryonic stem cell research, 
which involves creating human em-
bryos for the purpose of killing them. 

President Bush, in what I believe to 
be one of the finest moments of his 
Presidency, decided to let the research 
go forward at the NIH, but denied fund-
ing to any more research which in-
volved killing human embryos which 
had been occurring prior to the begin-
ning of his term. This body has been 
engaged in a tremendous debate for 
years now as to whether or not the 
Bush policy should be overturned. 
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